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Teethingissues
loom for new
liT entrance

BY Ppasuant K. NANDA &
Jacos P. KosHy

NEW DELHI

he government and the Indi- )

an Institutes of Technology
(IITs) may have agreed to a com-
mon admission test for all cen-
trally funded engineering
schools, but the inaugural edi-
tion of the exercise next year
could well turn out to be a logis-
tical nightmare.

With less than a year left for
the Joint Entrance Examination
(JEE) to take place, procedural
issues to be tackled range from
preparing a profile of students at
the higher secondary level eligi-
ble for admission under caste-
based quotas, to publishing the
results of the board exams na-
tionwide before the second week
of June, when engineering
schools finalize their selections.

India has 29 school boards
that conduct school-leaving ex-
aminations for upwards of two
million students; about 500,000
appeared for the IIT-JEE this
year in the older format, which
was taken only by students seek-
ing admission to the 15 IITs and
the Indian School of Mines,
Dhanbad; and the Institute of

Technology, Banaras Hindu Uni-

versity, which has since been

raised to the status of an IIT.
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Teething issues loom for IIT test
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The absence of clarity on how
the procedural issues will be
tackled, and the lack of prepar-
edness for conducting an ex-
panded test and dry runs may
lead to the chaos reminiscent of
the kind that marked the en-
trance exam for the Indian Insti-
tutes of Management in 2009,
when the business schools
switched from the pen-and-pa-
per test to a computer-based

common admission test, IIT pro- *

fessors and experts said.

“After the compromise
reached last month, we feel that
2013 is still too early. Several bot-
tlenecks need to be cleared:
Clarity is yet to emerge. Without
proper trials and rehearsals, we
fear there could be some chaos,”
said Sanjiv Sanghi, president of
the IIT-Delhi faculty forum.

The government and the IITs
dissenting over the process of
admission to the elite schools
agreed to a compromise on 27
June to advance the concept of
“one nation, one test”, ending a
controversy that erupted in late
May after human resource devel-
opment (HRD) minister Kapil
Sibal announced a single en-
trance exam that would give ad-
ditional weightage to marks stu-
dents scored at the board level.

Faculty and alumni associa-

tions from several IITs had pro-

tested the initial proposal, saying
that an inordinate weightage for

school examinations could di-
lute the quality of HTians.

Sanghi said that the proposal
to consider only the top 20 per-
centile of class XII graduates
looks tough to implement unless
all school boards cooperate and
publish their results before June,
requiring several boards to alter
their exam schedule.

Preparing the caste profile of
students may be an equally
daunting task.

“It’s a tough task to have au-
thentic caste data at the board
level. With lots of confusion
floating around, such an exer-
cise, if required, could be a real
headache,” said Bhagirath She-
tye, secretary of the Goa Board of
Secondary and Higher Second-
ary Education.

School boards may have to
prepare their percentile list on
quota lines. “If you have to pre-
pare the percentile by categories
such as general, backward class-
es, scheduled castes and tribes,
then it could be a time-consum-
ing affair,” Shetye said.

R.P. Sinha, chairman of the Bi-
har School Examination Board,
is optimistic that if the IITs and
the Central Board of Secondary
Education put in place a custom-
ized software for data tabulation,
the task may be easier to handle.
“There will be hassles, but if right
interventions are made by using
software, it could be relatively
easier,” Sinha said.

Even the concept of the top 20

percentile is confusing to some.

' “Do they count all those who
register for the 12th Class exam?
Or do they count only those stu-
dents who have passed the 12th
Class exam?” asked Dheeraj
Sanghi, dean of IIT-Kanpur, on
his blogsite.

“Do they consider all students,
or do they consider only those
students who have studied phys-
ics, chemistry, and maths in 12th
Class (besides other subjects)?
Do they consider the total of five
subjects or six subjects (in case
of boards that have six subjects)
or do they consider only three
subjects to rank students for the
purpose of computing percen-
tile?” Sanghi wrote. When con-
tacted, an HRD ministry official
said the fineprint will emerge
soon and the individua! IIT sen-
ates will deliberate and present
their views to the IIT joint admis-
sion board. “We wish to take eve-
rybody on board,” the official
said, requesting anonymity.

Bharat Gulia, a senior manag-
er in the education practice at
consulting firm Emst and Young,
said the intention of the govern-
ment was good and a change
was due. “But considering the
long-term preparation for an im-
portant examination (like JEE), a
well-thought-out transition plan
would have been a good course,”
he said. “A broader consultation
would have done away with the
opposition.”

prashant.n@livemint.com
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COMMON ENGG TEST RUNS

Tribune Chandigarh 05.07.2012 P-2

INTO ROUGH WEATHER

At loggerheads with Sibal,
lITs take their fight to PM

Faculty says HRD Ministry trying to undermine autonomy of IiTs

Apim TANDONTNS

NEW DELHI, JunE 4

The ITs today took their tus-
sle with the HRD Minister
Kapil Sibal over the common
engineering enfrance test o
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh’s doorstep.

The HT faculty wants the
fest - to be conducted from
2013 for admission to all
centrally funded technical
institutes in India - advanced
to 2014 apart from the free-
dom to determine its struc-
ture and schedule.

HRD Minister Kapil Sibat
had on May 28 announced
that the test would commence
ir 2013 and both its compo-
nents {Main and Advanced)
would be maltiple-choice

question based instead of

subjective as the HT faculty
had wanted. Sibal’s
announcement came after the
T Council met on May 28
and took the decision overrul-

iTs' ETAND

# Details of JEE Advance Test (format, duration, scheduie}"

be finalised by the I{Ts

# Most IiTs want new test to
start from 2044, In 2013,
JEE, AIEEE should continue

g 1iT senates should be
allowed to study HT
Council decisions. if fac-
ulty is unable to accept
these, their autonomy
should be respected

# -Only the performance in advance test will form basis for

admitting students to HTs

# School board performance weightage not to exceed

40% at any stage

ing the majority views of IIT
Senates {faculty bodies).
Nowhere to go, the Al India
HT Faculty Federation has
now petitioned the Prime Min-
ister, asking him to protect the
agtonomy of HTs. In a letter
seeking an audience. federa-
tion president K Narasimhan

and secretary Atul Mittal have
warned the PM of “serious
consequences i IIT antonomy
is compromised”,

The federation hasreferredto
howthe ITT Councilchaired by
HRD Minister overruled the
majority opinion of institute
faculty. “The HT Act 1961

says that in academic matiers,
HT Senates will be solely
responsible. We presented our
views to HRD Ministry but
these were overnuled by the BT
Council which HRE Minister
chairs, We want vour inker-
vention to protect our autono-
my,” the federation said.

The faculty recalled in their

~letter the vision that led to the

establishment of HTs, “HTs
were conceived as  fraly
autonomaous institations and
our autonomy is the legacy of
Nehruvian era. ITit gets com-
promised. there will be seri-
ous fong term repercussions.”
the federation said to PM.

Meanwhile, IIT Senates
have decided to meet againto
take a formal view on the 1T
Council decision. IIT Delhi
Senate will meet on Wednes-
day and said the option of
£20ing {0 court was open,

As for Sibal, he had, in his
meeting with the Federation
representatives ahead of 11T

Council’s May 28 meeting,
said there was no scope of
negotiations on the decision
1o hold the test in 2013, As
reported by The Tribune,
Sibal had told the flaculty
that IIT Council could “over-
rule their majority view™.

Excepting HT Guwahati and
1T Madras, other I Ts - Delhi,
Bombay, Kharagpur, Roor-
kee and Kanpur - voted (o
advance the test 10 2014 and
wanted it £0 be a screening test
with II'fs free to design an
advanced subjective type test
for final admissions.

HT Council has decided
that HTFs would screen
50,000 students from main
component of the proposed
JEE by factoring in 50%
scores each of school board
and the main test, Advanced
component of JEE would be
designed by HTs and would
be the admission test for
them. It would not factor in
school exam scores.
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HT, Kolkata

WBJEE to stay till
2013, state to be part
of CET from 2014

HT Correspondent

o [gblersShindustantimes.com

KOLKATA: Uniion human resource
development minister Kapil
Sibal on Thursday made it clear
that Bengal will participate in
the Common Entrance Test
(CET) [or admission in engi-
neering colleges throughout the
country from 2014. This means
Wesl Bengal Joint Entrance
Fxamination (WRJEE) will be
conducted in 20013 for the last
time to admit students in the
state’s engineering colleges.

Alter his meeting with chief
minister Mamata Banerjee at
the Writers’ Building, Sibal
said, “The chief minister said
that Bengal will join CET from
2014, Maharashira, Gujarat and
Haryana have already given
their consent to join CET
[rom 2013,

On June 27, when the IIT
council gave nod to CET and
Sibal announced he would be
implementing it from 2014,
Bengal had objected. As a
result, while II'T aspirants knew
they would have to prepare for
CET in 2013 the fate of WBJEE
aspirants was uncertain. With
Bengal opposing the HRD min-
islry's decision, it was nol clear
whether WEJEE would be con-
ducted in 2013

“We are absolulely against it
and would be opposing it vehe-
mently. If it starts [rom 2013

the students of Bengal would
Inse out. Hence, we would not
allow the exam to be held in
Bengal next year,” education
minister Bratya Basu had told
HTon June 27, hours aller Sibal
announced his programme of
launching CET.

Basu had said “During our
meeting with the HED ministry
we had clarified that Bengal
would not be able Lo participate
in CET hefore 2014. We need
time to implement our updated
syllabus or else students from
the state will lose out. If the
Centre goes ahead and imple-
ments it we would not aceept
(the decision),” Basu said.

Mamata on Thursday once
again explained the problems
students in Bengal would face
il the state has to participate
in CET from 2013.

Sibal said, “We have seen
there are about 100 competitive
exams that a student can take
aller Class 12, They end up tak-
ing 20 such exams. Our ideais
to help them and device a way
s0 thal they are saved [rom
taking multiple entrance tests.”

“This system would ensure
students give importance to
school exam and coaching
centres lose importance, The
exam would be devised insuch
a way that only those who do
well in the school exam and do
in-depth study would be able to
clear CET,” Sibal said.
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HT, Mumbai

IIT-B meeting scheduled
for Thursday cancelled

HT Correspondent

® htmetro@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: The special senate meet-
ing scheduled for Thursday at
the Indian Institute of
Technology-Bombay (II'T-B), to
discuss the latest admission
reforms proposal was called off
on Thursday morning;

The senate had been called to
discuss the proposal of using
board marks as an eligibility cri-
teria to admit students to IIT.
However; since the minutes of the
IIT council meeting have still not
reached the II'T-B senate, the
meeting could not take place.

The senates of seven of the 15
[I'Ts have approved the proposed

FACULTY MEMBERS SAID
THEY WERE NOT
EXPECTING TO GET THE
COUNCIL MINUTES FOR
ANOTHER WEEK

changes. No fresh date has been
announced.“The director is most
likely away until July 16, so we
will not be able to hold it until he
is back,” said a faculty member.

Faculty members said they
were not expecting to get the
council minutes for another week.
“A date will be announced only
after the minutes come,” a facul-
ty member said.



Hindu ND 06/07/2012

P-16

Yahoo! India
R&D sets up lab
at II'T Madras

Anyj Srivas

CHENNAI: Yahoo! India Re-
search and Development has
entered into an agreement
with Indian Institute of Tech-
nology, Madras, to support its
faculty and students in cloud
computing research.

Yahoo has set up a grid

computing lab here on IIT
campus, consisting of a clus-
ter of high-end servers run-
ning its open source Hadoop
software, which will provide
the infrastructure necessary
to conduct research on big da-
ta and cloud computing
systems.
" “This partnership is bene-
ficial to both of us. Our Indian
product offerings generate
over 200 terabytes of data ev-
ery week. The big data re-
search that will be performed
at this lab can help us in ana-
lysing this data, which in
turn, can be used to improve
our various products — such
as Yahoo front page,” said
Hari Vasudev, Vice-Presi-
dent, Yahoo! Inc.

“Areas where we lag in In-

dia can be potentially im- .

proved through this research.

It can help us personalize.

content, improve our spam-
detection in Yahoo mail, and
even refine our image
search,” he said.

Yahoo! India, which re-
cently launched a free online
video service, is locking at
playing to its own strengths
in the Indian market.

“Offerings such as Yahoo!
Cricket or providing Bolly-
wood content through our
new video service help us lev-
erage our content strength
and look at the market

|

Hari Vasudev

threugh an enhanced portfo-
lio approach,” Mr. Vasudev
said.

Student research

The lab, which cost over
Rs.50 lakh to build, will be
accessible to students who
have cloud computing cours-
es and doctoral candidates.

“We are really looking at
finding different paradigms
in the way cloud computing
can be programmed. This is
useful for teaching students
cloud concepts, and helping
our post graduate students
with their research. While we
have started experimental
operations, the students will
be able to start using it from
next semester,” said Profes-
sor D Janakiram, Depart-
ment of Computer Science,
IIT-Madras.
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Aesha Datta
New Delhi, July 5

The rising middle class, the de-
sire to stay ahead in the global
economy, and the falling qual-
ity of mainstream education
system mean that examination-
oriented coaching classes have
taken over the life of most
school-going children in India
and other countries.

According to the report
Shadow Education: Private
Supplementary Tutoring and
Its Implications for Policy
Makers in Asia, released by the
Asian Development Bank, in
India a whopping 60 per cent of
primary school children and up
to B3 per cent students in high
schools receive private tutor-
ing.

SHADOW EDUCATION
Shadow education is a widely
used term for private tutoring,
as it mimics the mainstream
and modifies itself according to
the conventional system.
Talking about the private
coaching industry in India, the

Business Line ND 06/07/2012
P-1
CLASS ACT

In India, private coachin

report said, “Nationally, a 2008
market survey of companies of-
fering coaching estimated the
size of the sector at $6.4 billion

and predicted an . annual
growth of 15 per cent over the
subsequent four years.”

The report notes that in
2007-08, students living in both
rural and urban’ India paid an
average of Rs 1,456-2,349 a year
for private coaching classes,

The poverty line in the coun-
try is set at Rs 965 for the urban

- is a $6.5-billion business

and Rs 781 for the rural citizen.
The report added that ac-
cording to a study conducted by
the Pratichi Trust, established
by noted Nobel Economist
Amartya Sen, the increasing de-
mand for private coaching is
not only because of rising in-
comes, but also because of the
belief that it is “unavoidable.”
The research notes that,
“..78 per cent parents now be-
lieve 1t is indeed ‘unavoidable’
— up from 62 per cent, For

.

those who do not have arrange-
ments for private tuition, 54 per
cent indicate that they do not
go for it mainly — or only —
because they cannot afford the
costs.”

DIVIDING THE STUDENTS
Noting that perceptions of in-
adequacies in mainstream
schooling, where teachers of-
ten do not come for classes or
complete the curriculum, are is
a major reason for the growth
of private tutoring, the report
added, “Sen noted that most of
the content in the private tuto-
rial classes could and should
have been taught in the regular
classes of the primary schools.
He added that private tutor-
ing divides the student popula-
tion into haves and have-nots; it
makes teachers less responsib-
le; it makes improvements in
schooling arrangements more
difficult since the more influen-
tial and better-placed families
have less at stake in the quality

-of what is done in the schools.”

aesha.datta@thehindu.co.in
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‘What the God Particle means to you

Apart from its theoretical importance, the search for the Higgs has given birth to new technologies like the World Wide Web

With all the media coverage, social net-
work trending and general excitement
about CERN’s discovery of what couid
be the Higgs boson, some people must
surelybeaskingwhatthebigdealis, why
the Higgs is so important, and how it af-
fects their lives, if at all? In a world
where discoveries and inventicns gain
mass appeal only if they have practical
significance, the last of those questions
is perhaps the most important for the
general population that does not com-
prisephysicists,

But,aswithany future-predictingan-
swer, the best place to start is in the past,
and in the verynature of the particle be-
ing discussed. It all starts with the pre-
vailingmodelof theuniversethat physi-
cists agree is the closest approximation
they have of what’s really going on: the
Standard Model. Basically, it'sa modelof

. the universe that uses the fewest possi-
bleparticlesand forcesto create the uni-
verse as we know it today. It describes 12
findamental particles and 3 fundamen-
talforces (the fourthfundamental force,
gravity hasn’t yet fit into the model, but
that’s a story for another time).

Now, it is known that the three fun-
damental forces in the Standard Model
result from an exchange of force carri-
er particles called bosons (named after
Bengali physicist Satyendra Nath
Bose, whose pioneering work in the
1920s laid the basis for how particle
Physics is studied today). So far, in
keeping with the theory, scientists
havefeund4 hosonsresponsible for the
3fundamentalforces. But theproblems

crept in becanse, for the model to work,
theyassumed thepresenceof afifthbo-
son; the Higgs boson.

(and is likely to remain for quite some
time) impossible to directly see it, All
scientists could hope for was to detect

Named after Peter Hig- tracesof its existenceand
gs, who was working on passage. That's what
howtoexplain thecriginof they’ve been doing at the
mass of elementary parti- Large Hadron Collider in
cles,theHiggsbosonissup- CERN: smashing togeth-
posed to be the particle be- er particles at such speeds
hind that phenomenon. and such forces that the
But why isthemassof par- impact resembles the Big
ticles sc important? Be- 2 A Bang, and then measur-
cause it was mass that al- e ingeverything they possi-
lowed the universe as we SHARAD  blycantefindaphenome-
know it to exist. When the RAGHAVAN non that matches the

Big Bang happened, all
kinds of particles were
shooting arcund at the
speedof light, notstoppingforanything.
If thishad continued, then noneof them
would havesloweddown enoughtoslow-
ly coalesce into the galaxies, stars and
planets we have now. What Higgs postu-
lated and other physicists ran with, was
thatthese pdrticlesflowed through what
isknownasaHiggsfield, aninvisibleen-
ergyfield thatinteracts with most parti-
cles, slowing them down and allowing
them to get heavier. It’s like walking
through a field of snow; as you walk,
snow clings te your clothes, slowing you

and weighing youdown. It wasthisslow- .

ingdown that allowed for the creation of
the observable universe. The Higgs bo-
sonisthesignatureof thisfield.Inshort,
no Higgs means no mass, which means
nous, Hencethename God Particle.

The problem was that the Higgs par-
ticle is so small and so fleeting that it is

criteria the Higgs should
obey CERN’s announce-
ment about the new parti-
cle that they havefound, thus, isn’tcon-
firmation of the Higgs vet. It just
means that they have found a particle
where the Higgs is supposed to be, be-
havinginthewaytheHiggsisintheory
supposed to, But it could still turn out
to be a completely new particle, and
that’swherethings get interesting,and
where we can finally approach the
‘what now’ question,

If the new particle is confirmed to be
the Higgs (something that will take
months, if not years, of work still), then
this goes a long way in confirming the
Standard Model, which is a great thing
considering the absence of the Higgs
would have destroyed the model and
most of the thecries we have and taken
Physies back by more than 50 years.
More than that, studying the Higgs
could reveal an insight into how gravity

can be inducted into the Standard Mod-
el, which would be a great victory for
Physics—after all, reconciling gravity
and the other forces wassomethingeven
Einstein sought to, but could not, do.
Further, if the particle is confirmed to
notbe the Higgs, but something entirely
new,thennotonlydoesthe searchforthe
Higgsgoon,butphysicistshavenewpar-
ticles to play with, which could result in
greater understanding of dark energy
and dark matter, two key areas woefully
unexplained by the Standard Model.
Findingthis particle, thus, isa win-win.

Butwhatdoesthatmeaninpractical
terms? To be honest, nothing. Every-
day life is not going to change regard-
less of what the new particle turns out
to be. But, it must be said, the quest to
find this particle has resulted in sever-
alnewtechnologiesthat dohaveabear-
ing on our lives. Take the example of
the World Wide Web, which was devel-
oped at CERN to make it easier for sci-
entists to share information among
each other. In addition, the vast com-
puting power needed to analyse the da-
ta coming out of the collisions gave
birth to ¢loud computing, which has
made its way to the commercial world
only recently. Advances in proton ther-
apy, che of the techniques used to fight
cancet, have their birth at CERN, as
well. The Ged Particle may not mean
anything practically, but the search for
it has had, and will have, great effects
onthe t\echnology we use,

sharad.raghavan@expressindia.com
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UGC sets standards for
tie-ups with foreign varsities

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The University
Grants Commission (Promo-
tion and Maintenance of
Standards of Academic Col-
laboration between Indian
and Foreign educational In-

stitutions) Regulations, 2012-

approved in June will ensure
that academic collaboration
between Indian and foreign
educational institutes fol-
lowed the highest standards

The regulations mandate
that only institutes graded ‘A’
by the Nationa! Board of Ac-
creditation or the National
Assessment and Accredita-
tion Council can collaborate
with  foreign  institutes,
which, in turn, must figure in
the list of top 500 global edu-
cational institutes, as ranked
by the Times Higher Educa-
tion Rankings or the Shang-
hai Rankings.

Students will not only get a
degree from the Indian insti-
tute where they are enrolled
but also from the collaborat-
ing foreign institute, if it is
inclined to give one. No pro-
gramme of study and re-

® Collaboration pact must be approved by UGC

- ® Existing tie-ups will have six months to meet new
ellqibllity citerla _ _ |

search shall be offered which
is against national security
and territorial integrity of In-
dia.

The two institutions (Indi-
an and its foreign collabora-
tor) will have to enter into an
agreement which will have to
be approved by the UGC be-
fore it is implemented. The
approval will be valid for &
years and the Commission
may review the progress
made and periodically inform
the agencies concerned about

the results of such a review.-
After the expiry of this period,

the UGC may extend or with-
draw the approval or impose
such other conditions for ex-
tension, as may deem fit. The
regulations make clear that
no franchise arrangement
will be allowed. :
Existing tie-ups through
the Indian institutions will
have six months to meet the

new eligibility criteria. In
case they fail to do so, they
will have to terminate the
agreements. Institutions that
refuse to comply with the new
regulations can lose UGC
funding, de-recognition in
case of a deemed university,
and public notices announc-
ing the ineligibility of the in- |
stitution to enter into
collaborations with foreignt
partners,

Disputes arlsmg in relation
to collaboration will be set-
tled as per Indian laws.

_As per a 2006 study by the
Association of Indian Univer-
smes, over . 340 mstltutes
were offering courses in col-
laboration with foreign insti-
tutes. The UGC regulations
seek to bring some order in
area to protect students by
ensuring that only genuine
academic collaborations are
encouraged.
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HT, Mumbai

Maharashtra has most number of
colleges in country: UGC report

Kiran Wadhwa

m kiran.wadhwa@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Maharashtra has the
enviable distinction of having
the highest number of colleges
in the country, according to a
report on higher education com-
piled by the University Grants
Commission last month.

With 4,631 colleges affiliated to
44 universities as of 2011, the state
isway ahead of Andhra Pradesh,
next in line with 4,066 colleges.
The report, Higher Education in
India at a Glance, looks at the
number of educational institu-
tions, teachers and student enrol-
ment in the country.

“Educational institutions
flourish in states such as
Maharashtra where industrial
and infrastructure growth is
high,” said Stephen D’Silva, head
of Jamnalal Bajaj Institute of
Management, Churchgate.

Despite having the most col-

LEARNING CURVE

4 63 lHighest num-
9 ber of colleges
in a state (in Maharashtra)
Second highest number of

colleges in a state: 4,066 in
Andhra Pradesh

Most number of universities
in the country: 59 in Tamil
Nadu

leges, the state does not boast of
the highest student enrolment fig-
ures. In2010-2011,19.55 lakh stu-
dents were enrolled in state’s col-
leges while Uttar Pradesh enrolled
more than 25 lakh students.
“UP has higher enrolments
because it has a larger popula-
tion. The living conditions and
job opportunities in Maharashtra
are far better than the rest of the
country and our educational
institutions are some of the old-
est in the country,” said Snehalata

4 4 Number of universi-
ties in Maharashtra

Highest student enrolment
in the country: 25,64,886 in
Uttar Pradesh

19,55,226

Student enrolment in
Maharashtra (2010-2011)

Deshmukh, former vice chan-
cellor of the Mumbai University.

The flipside to this trend is
that every year there are sev-
eral vacancies in colleges, espe-
cially in professional and man-
agement colleges. “Having many
colleges is not enough. Students
look at the faculty, management
and other factors before decid-
ing on a college. Quality plays
an important role,” said Manju
Nichani, principal, KC College,
Churchgate.
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coaching.

Stuents in t'h pcnat ctass; Xl batct; undergo T

School that helps
students crack IIT

VINOD NEDUMUDY | DC
KOCH], JULY 4

The suspense over the
process of admission to the
IITs, may have ended now
with a two-test formuia in
piace for gaining admission
to them, buteven before the
decision was taken a Kochi
school quietly tied up with
a premier institute to pre-
pare its students to join the
premier league,

Under the new format stu-
dents will have to first

appear for the Joint -

Entrance Examination
FEE»Main  and only
the top 1,50,000 will be eligi-
hie to take the JEE-
Advanced exam,

The final selection will be
based on JEE-Advanced
scores and board exam per-
formances.

But, even as the two tier
formula was being worked
out, Saraswathy
Vidyanikethan, a CBSE
school in  Elamakkara,
decided not to waste any
time and tied up with FITT-
JEE to train its students for
the IIT entrance along with
their reguiar classes.

“The students will be
trained for the 1T entrance
tests along with thelr regu-
iar studies. We are selecting
students from Class XI for
the special batch through
an entrance test of our own,
This vear’s batch has 20 stu-
dents,” reveals . Devan,
the principal.

“A majority of these stu-
fdents have secured A+ in
all subjects. We pian to
increase the number of stu-
dents to 200 in the next two
years,” he added.

Mr Araving Kant Gupta,
who heads the FII'T-JEE in
Kochi, feels that while many
Kerala students have the
potential to gain admission
to HTs, they don’t receive
proper guidance,

“This partnership will
aase the burden on students
as they wiil not have toshut
tie between the school and a
coaching institute, Our aim
is to help the students and
give them in-depth knowi-
edge of subjects,” he added.
FHT-JEE has successfully
experimented  with this
mode} of coaching in major

.cities iike Chennai,
" Coimbatore and Hyderabad.
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Staff Reporter

KOCHL: The Kerala High Court
has observed that there is no
scope for any new engineer-
ing colleges in the State,
which is already providing
admission to about 50,000
students every year.

Geoing by the exam results
of students, the court felt that
those who had secured ad-
mission  with  minimum
marks (50 per cent) in the
subjects did neot have the
equipment and capacity to
catch up with engineering
studies and take degrees.
There may be a case for in-
creasing the minimum marks
for admission in engineering
colleges, said an order issued
on Wednesday by the Divi-

Hindu Kochi 05.07.2012 P-4

No scope for new engineering colleges

sion Bench comprising Jus-
tice C.N. Ramachandran Nair
and Justice Babu Mathew P.
Joseph.

The court observed that
most of the colleges did not
have sufficient  qualified
faulty members and deficien-
ty in some colleges was such
that if & divection was jssued
tothe AICTE and universities
to reconsider the recognition,
many colleges would forfeit
the same leading to the clo-
sure of such colleges.

Poor performance

The colleges of the govern-
ment under the Institute for
Human Resource and Devel-
opment  have performed
poorly in the past and there is
no improvement in the exam

05t
sufficie
cuit

results of students in the Jast
three years. The quality of
education in the 11 engineer-
ing colleges in the Cochin
University is poor. If the col-
leges cannot improve, the

government  should close
down the same to prevent
their disservice to the student
community, it said.

The universities should
keep the poorly performing
colleges on the watch list and

if they do not have the re-
quired facilities, it would be
better to discontinue their al-
filiation at the earliest after
conducting enquiries. There
is no justification for the gov-
ernment to run these colleges
in the present condition. The
colleges, with around 80 per
cent failure rates, were doing
disservice to the students, it
said.

‘Ensure facilities’

If the government propos-
es to jssue/consider NOC for
any new engineering colleges,
it should permit it only after
confirming  that buildings,
laboratory and teaching staff
are provided in advance.

The government should in-
sist that the managements

Economic Times ND 06/07/2012 p_p
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should produce bonds from
qualified teaching staff t{o
serve the college in the event,
no objection certificates, rec-
ognition and affiliation are
granted by the universities
and the All India Council for
technical Education
(AICTT), the order said.

Even while criticising the
poorly performing colleges,
the court observed that the
colleges under Kannur Uni-
versity were doing fairly well
if the final exam results were
true indications of education-
al standards of the colleges. In
Calicut University, most of
the colleges have produced
good results while in some
colleges, the results in some
subjects were not good, it
pointed out.
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